
Jewelry 
 
 
Jewelry had great importance for Jewish women in the Ottoman Empire.  It was 
used both for decorative reasons and to display the social position of the 
woman and her family as well as her marital status.  The women were given 
jewelry as gifts on occasions such as weddings, engagements and births. It was 
kept as a financial guarantee for the future and was only disposed of in hard 
times. 
 
For the period prior to the 19th century … Jewish women wore long chains, 
necklaces, pearls and flowers ornamenting hats, and brooches with posy 
motifs.  In general such jewelry reflected European and Spanish influence, 
however, women certainly followed the fashion of the day. 
 
In the 19th century, the most important jewel a woman received was the 
ogadero, an ornament made of clasps and chains and closed in front like the 
mania de caton.  This gift was given to her by her husband. 
 
A set of two bracelets called the mania de çaton (or mania de menteşe in 
Salonika), were worn on each wrist.  Each consisted of two parallel chains 
made of silver, gold, or precious stones.  They were given to the bride by 
her father and showed that she was married.  
 
A lelal consisted of chains of various lengths, which was fastened to the left 
side of the headdress with crescent shaped pins. It is possible that the word was 
derived from hilal in Turkish meaning crescent. 
 
The chains called (kadena, kordon, kolana, filar) had different names reflecting 
their type, or the region they were previously used in.  The chains extended as 
far as the knee in some cases, as may be seen in the early period engravings.  In 
the 19th century, they were attached to a dress or wound around the neck 
several times. 
 
In İzmir and Rhodes, married woman wore a pin in their tokado called a 
rozeta (meaning rose in Spanish), usually made of gold and diamonds and 
shaped as a rose, flower, star, crescent, or bird. A woman would remove her 
rozeta to mourn the death of her husband. In Salonika, pearl pendants (yedek) 
were frequently attached to both sides of the kofya and met at the forehead. 
Golden coins and pearl necklaces (yadran in Salonika, gerdan in Anatolia, and 
manajo in Rhodes) were also very popular among Jewish women.  
 
Pearl necklaces were also very popular.  They were called yadran in Salonika, 
gerdan in Anatolia and manajo in Rhodes.  Lucy M. J. Garnett, who paid a visit 
to Ottoman territories in 1891 wrote, “Pearls are a passion for Jewish women 



of Salonika no matter from which class.  They spend all the money they have 
on the ornaments they wear on their heads and necks.” 
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